
Tolland High School
January 2024

Mrs. Foran  *  Mr. Conklin *  Mrs. Grady  *  Mrs. Durham 



Class of 2028
Course Registration Workshop

•TMS vs. THS

•Graduation Requirements

•Required Courses vs. Electives

•How to Choose Courses

•Course Selection Process



What are some of the academic
differences in grade 9?

•You must earn CREDITS in order graduate.

•Credit is earned by receiving a passing grade 
(65) and meeting attendance requirements.

•Some courses are REQUIRED of all students, 
and some are electives (classes you get to 
choose)!

•Core academic classes are leveled.

•Block Schedule   4x4 

•Attendance



Credit 
Requirements 

Needed for 
Graduation

Subject Area Credits Taken in 

9th grade

Humanities

English 4 ✓

Social Studies 3 ✓

Fine Arts 1

Humanities Elective 1

STEM

Math 3 ✓

Science 3 ✓

STEM Electives 3

World Language 1

Financial Literacy 1

PE/Health/Wellness 2 ✓

Mastery Based Diploma 

Assessment

1

Electives 6 or more

TOTAL 29



Course Selection 

Required 

Courses:

These will be 

recommended 

for you.

Elective Courses:

You will choose 

these. 



TYPICAL GRADE 9 
SCHEDULE

FALL SPRING

1 Elective Health/PE 9 

2 English World Language

3 Math Elective 
(for some a second math)

4 Modern World 

History

Integrated Science

** Lunch is scheduled during your 3rd block class.**



Course Selection Process

• 8th grade teachers will be making recommendations for 

levels in your academic areas ( English , Social Studies, 

Science, Math and World Language, if  applicable).  These 

recommendations are based on data such as benchmarks, 

grades, NWEA and SBAC scores.  

• Using the recommendations, you will be asked to enter 

your course requests and alternatives into PowerSchool 

with your parent/guardian.

• THS and TMS counselors will meet with you in groups to 

review what you entered. 



Course Selection Process cont.

• Your course requests will be sent home for your 

parent/guardian to review again.  

• You will meet with Mrs. Miller to talk about transitioning 

to THS.  You can join a pathway at this time.

• The high school schedule will be created.  Alternatives 

will be used to complete schedules that have conflicts. 

• You will receive your schedule late in August prior to the 

start of school. 



How to Read the Course Catalog
(page 9, top left)

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS                  120 
 
Level:   NL 
Open to Grades: 9-10 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
This project-based course introduces students to the ever-changing field of business with a focus on 
economics, entrepreneurship, personal finance, and marketing.  Students will have the opportunity to explore 
leadership styles, apply the economic decision-making process, practice public speaking and soft skill 
development, learn financial literacy concepts, and create and develop a marketing plan.  In class, students 
engage with their peers to actively practice the 21st century skills of communication, collaboration, creativity, 
and critical thinking through a variety of engaging and interactive assignments. Key activities in this course 
require students to:  design infographics and advertisements, participate in the CT Stock Market game to 
research and analyze corporations, investigate entrepreneurial, nonprofit, and social enterprise organizations, 
and more. Team building, project management, current events and the CT Stock Market Game are integrated 
throughout the course. 







Pathways 
• Pathways allow students a more focused 

opportunity to explore a career pathway and/or 
interest .

• A suggested progression of courses however 
NOT required. 

• Partnerships with employers, community and 
higher education.  

• Students are not “locked-in” to a pathway.

• Examples of pathways activities from this year. 

• 2 Pathways at THS:  BUSINESS and 
ENGINEERING 

• More information can be found in the course 
catalog.

• Students can sign up with Mrs. Miller .



Mrs. Kirwin
UConn Popular Music and 
Diversity in American Society

• College Level Course

• Potential to earn college credit/ option to take for only 
THS honors credit

• Grades 9-12

• No musical performances

• Examines American popular music within its historical 
and societal context, primarily throughout the 20th

century.

• Course will include regular homework and 
presentations.
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